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Program document general occurrences and 
potential for many of these groups of wildlife 
but site specific inventories have not been 
conducted for most of the Dillon Field Office.  
However as inventories are conducted, new 
occurrences and range extensions are being 
discovered which emphasizes the need for more 
comprehensive work.  Localized bat inventories 
are being conducted as part of abandoned mine 
land rehabilitation projects.  A faunal inventory 
of the Centennial Valley sandhills in 1999 
documented new occurrences of Preble’s shrew 
and Great Basin pocket mouse (Hendricks and 
Roedel 2001). 
 
Amphibians and Reptiles 
 
Amphibians have been recognized as important 
indicators of ecosystem health as many are 
declining in the western US and worldwide due 
to a wide variety of influences.  Northern 
leopard frog has disappeared over much of its 
range in western Montana, including the DFO, 
and is declining in at least some areas in eastern 
Montana.  Recent boreal toad declines are a 
concern in some areas, and distribution of this 
toad, and many other species, in planning area is 

largely unknown (Roedel and Hendricks 1998).  
Livestock grazing may be the greatest impact to 
amphibians and reptiles in this area where 
riparian and wetland conditions are degraded 
(Maxell 2000). 
 
Blue Lake in the Axolotl Lakes area southeast of 
Virginia City supports perhaps the only 
population of axolotl in Montana, an aquatic 
form of tiger salamander that matures without 
shedding gills.  Laboratory tests indicate that 
water temperatures over about 71�F cause 
axolotls to metamorphose into normal terrestrial 
salamanders.  Axolotl larvae are extremely 
vulnerable to fish predation.  Maintaining the 
cold, relatively sterile environment in Blue 
Lake, without fish, is essential to maintaining 
this biologically unique wildlife population 
(Rauscher 2000). 
 
The MNHP documents 446 records for seven 
species of amphibians and 262 records for seven 
reptile species in the Dillon and Butte Field 
Offices up to 1998.  Inventory by MNHP 
between 1994 and 1998 revisited locations for 
historic records of amphibians and reptiles, and 
other high-probability habitats to determine 

Table 18.  Priority Bird Species from Montana Bird Conservation Plan 
in Need of Immediate Conservation Actions 

 
Species BLM Status Occurrence in DFO Habitat 

Common loon Sensitive Transient Wetland 
Trumpeter swan Sensitive Resident Wetland 
Harlequin duck Sensitive Transient Wetland 
Sage grouse None Resident Sagebrush 
Piping Plover Threatened N/A  
Mountain plover Proposed Resident Grassland 
Interior least tern Endangered N/A  
Flammulated owl Sensitive Unknown but suitable Forest 
Burrowing owl Sensitive Transient Sage/grassland 
Black-backed woodpecker Sensitive Resident Forest 
Olive-sided flycatcher None N/A  
Brown creeper None Resident Forest 
Sprague’s pipit None N/A  
Baird’s sparrow Sensitive N/A  


